
   

 

 

New Yearôs Prayers for Our Church 
At the beginning of our meeting on December 13, I asked our Church 

Council members this simple question:  ñIf you could lift up one 
prayer for our church for the New Year, what would it be?ò  
Here are some their responses: 

 ñEnthusiasm.ò 
ñHelp us, Lord, weôre falling.ò 

 ñCommitment and involvement.ò 

 ñNew Members.ò 
 ñSurvival.ò 
 ñRenewed commitment.ò 

 ñForgiveness.ò 
 
As we begin the new year together, what is your prayer for our 

church?  My prayer for our church is simply this:  that we 
begin the new year praying together and working together.   

Attendance at churches across the country has been declining for 
several years now, and the recession is taking its toll on every 
congregation.  But if we pray together, worship together, work 

together, and serve together united in our faith, we can do great 
things through Christ who will strengthen us.  God always provides us 
with more than enough to carry out Christôs mission in our time and 

place.  The Apostle Paulôs appeal to the early church is still the same 
for us today:  
 

ñI therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.ò  (Ephesians 4:1-3)  
 

My prayer is that we begin the new year praying together and 
working together because it seems to me that those are the two 

things that seem to be the most difficult for us to do these days.  This 
past year has been one of the most divisive in our state and nationôs 
history, and I donôt think itôs too big of a stretch to say that we as a 

people struggle with self-absorption.  Worshiping and praying 
together helps us remember that itôs not supposed to be all about me, 
but about God.  And praying and discerning that Godôs will be done, 

not just our own, has a way of dissolving differences and uniting and 
igniting us to carry out Christôs mission of reconciliation in a broken 
world.    

(continued on page 2é) 
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Mission Statement  
The mission of Zion United 
Church of Christ is four-fold: 

§To worship, love and serve 
God as a community of faith, 
and to share that faith in our 
daily lives.  

§To nurture the spiritual 
growth of its members in the 
heritage and application of 
the Christian faith.  

§To be a community of faith 

lending mutual love and 
support as it shares in its 
times of joy, struggle, and 
sorrow.  

§To be sensitive of and 

minister to our local and 
world-wide community 
needs. 

Church Staff  
Pastor/Teacher: Glenn Danz 
Pastor Emeritus: Daniel Schowalter 
Custodian: Ron Moon 
Minister of Music: Peggy Just 
Office Secretary: Kim Miller 

Church Council  
President: Open 
VP & Staff Relations:  Melissa Robe 
Council Secôy/Stewardship:  
 Barbara Henschel 
Financial Secôy: Judy Karczewski 
Treasurer: Judi Iding 
Christian Education: Open 
Christian Fellowship: 
 Patrick McNeal 
Membership: Wayne Haass 
Building: Grant Schaal 
Mission: Chris Sikowski 
Worship: Grace LaRayne   
Nominating: Dick Blaha 

 
Office Hours  

 

MondayðFriday 

8am to Noon 

Zion United Church of Christ 
is a Safe Sanctuary 
committed to the safety and 
protection of Godôs children 
from any form of physical or 
sexual abuse or harassment. 
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 Zion UCC January Worship & Ministry Highlights  
§ Sunday, January 1, (no Sunday School at 9 am); 10:15 am, New Yearôs Day worship with 

Chaplain Mary Jane Huber preaching 
§ Tuesday, January 3, 7 pm, Staff Relations mtg. 
§ Wednesday, January 4, 4:30 pm Samaritan Works serving at St. Vincent DePaul soup kitchen 

§ Sunday, January 8, 9 am Sunday School resumes; 10:15 am worship 
§ Tuesday, January 10, 12 noon, Senior Fellowship program;  7 pm, Church Council mtg. 
§ Saturday, January 14, 9 am to 2 pm, Martin Luther King Holiday Teach-In for SE UCC middle/

high School youth  
§ Sunday, January 15, 9 am Sunday School; 10:15 am worship 
§ Saturday, January 21, 9 am to 12 noon, serving day at Despensa de la Paz Food Pantry 

§ Sunday, January 22, 9 am Sunday School; 10:15 am worship 
§ Sunday, January 29, 10:15 am worship with holy communion; 4 -6 pm Confirmation Class 

God is Still Singing 

2012 Offering Envelopes  
If you have not already done so, 

please pick up your 2012 offering 
envelopes in Fellowship Hall. 

Jan. 10 Senior Fellowship Program  
Mark your calendars!  Our next Senior Fel-

lowship program will be held on Tuesday, 
January 10, starting with our usual brown 
bag lunch at noon (weather permitting... call 

the church office at 543 -4646 if in 
doubt).   Our program for the day will be 
viewing and discussing the video ñThe 

Greatest Generation with Tom Bro-
kaw.ò  Join usðand invite a friend!  

Of course both praying together and working to-
gether requires both commitment and response.  Be-

cause weôve seen many of our members lapse in their 
attendance, their participation, and their giving over 
this past year, I take this opportunity to remind us all 

of the duties and expectations of membership here at 
Zion UCC according to our Constitution:   
 

ñThere is the expectation of all members to 
take an active part in the organizations and 

functions of the Church.  This includes regular 
attendance at worship, frequent participation 
in Holy Communion, Baptism and Christian 

training of children leading to full membership 
in the Church, financial and moral support, a 
spirit of Christian friendship to all and an out-

reach to the unchurched.  All of this is your 
commitment as a member of Zion United 
Church of Christ.ò  (Zion UCC Constitution, Sec-

tion 2)  
  
Happy New Year!  If we pray together, worship to-

gether, work together, and serve togetheré Iôm sure 
it will be.  
  

With faith, hope, and love,  

  Glenn 

January Song of the Month  
Our January song of the month, "We Are 

Called," has a strong gospel feel as it beck-
ons us to live in the Light with Justice and 
Love, as we Serve one another walking 

humbly with God.  It was written by David 
Haas, a resident of Minnesota, serving in 
numerous musical capacities and whose 

works are sung and prayed throughout the 
world and appear in hymnals of many Chris-

tian denominations and a wide variety of 
languages. 
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Youth Events 

ñKeeping the Dream Aliveò MLK Holiday Youth Event January 14 
Mark your calendars!  ñKeeping the Dream Alive,ò a Martin Luther King 

Holiday Teach-In for SE UCC Middle/High School youth will be held on 

Saturday, January 14 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm here at Zion United 

Church of Christ.  Cost:  $10 per student.  This ñTeach-Inò will focus on 

teaching tolerance, non-violence, and keeping alive Martin Luther King, 

Jr.ôs vision of the Beloved Community, which is very much in keeping with 

our UCC vision of building a multi-cultural, multi -racial, open and affirm-

ing, Just Peace Church.  A series of highly interactive workshops will be 

offered and facilitated by guest speakers with a focus on how youth can 

put Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs Dream into action in their schools and con-

gregations.  Join usðand invite a friend!  Contact Pastor Glenn at (414) 

543-4646 or zion-pastor@sbcglobal.net for more information or to regis-

ter.     

UCC National Youth Event July 10 -13 at Purdue University  

The UCC National Youth Event, held every four years, provides an opportunity for over 3000 
youth (ages 13-18) to gather for worship, workshops, faith, fun, and fellowship.   The National 

Youth Event will be held July 10-13, 2012 at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana.   The 
theme of this yearôs NYE is ñImagineò based on Isaiah 43:19:  ñSee, I am doing a new 
thing!   Now it springs up; do you not imagine it?   I am making a way in the desert and streams 

in the wasteland.ò  The cost for the NYE is $425 per person, which includes double occupancy 
lodging and meals from Tuesday night through Friday night.   Scholarships are available through 
our CE Committee.  The Wisconsin Conference UCC will be providing round-trip transportation to 

the NYE via bus, with a cost of $70 which includes a t-shirt.  Please contact Pastor Glenn to reg-
ister with our youth delegation from the Wisconsin Conference UCC, or visit www.ucc.org for 

more information.     

mailto:zion-pastor@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ucc.org/
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Good Stuff for the Pine Ridge Reservation-
For the 3rd time in a year World Wide Hunger 
Relief (Waukesha) has shipped a semi-truck load 

of out -of-date frozen food (98% of it misc. meat 
products) to our Lakota brothers and sisters; 
this one timed to arrive for Christmas, providing 

for at least a few days of relief from their con-
stant hunger.  Many Zion ñelvesò participated in 
the packing.  The Hutterite Brethren of north-

western Minnesota used their semi again to do 
the transporting, with WWHR donating much of 

the fuel costs; same as the truckload of clothing, 
blankets, diapers, toys, appliances, etc. that 
they took out.  WWHR also warehoused and 

shipped two other truckloads of these kinds of 
items on their own.  Lots of great stuff going on 
and hugely appreciated by the Lakotas (one of 

the Sioux nations), but there are about 30,000 
folks in this 2nd most impoverished area in the 
western hemisphere (2nd to Haiti).  

 Mitakuye Oyasin (we are all related) 

 Wopila Tanka, Kola (huge thanks, friends) 

 

~Grant Schaal 
 

Despenza De La Paz Food Pantry  
January 21 st    

Zion has committed to assist at the Despenza 

De La Pazôs Food Pantry on the 3rd Saturday of 

each month during 2011.  Our next serving 

day is Saturday, January 21 th , from 9:00 

am to 12:00 pm,  and 5-6 volunteers are re-

quired.  Both food and clothing are distributed 

during this time.  The food pantry is located at 

1615 S. 22nd Street (Hillside Health Care); itôs a 

building with several arches and is near the 

corner of S. 22nd St. and Lapham.  Clean us-

able paper and/or plastic grocery bags are 

needed, along with twist ties.  Sign -up sheets 

are in the lounge.   

Mission MomentsMission Moments  

Blanket Sunday ï Jan. 28, 2012  
January 28 is blanket Sunday.   Blanket Sunday is 

a special mission opportunity that is supported by 
8,000 congregations and groups across the U.S.  
Blanket Sunday is a way to help people in need 

around the world, including the U.S.  Do you 
have a favorite blanket?   Does it have a name?  
Let me tell you about a boy whose favorite blan-

ket is called Meenah.  Heôs had it since he was a 
baby and he still loves it years later.  Itôs touch, 

smell and color comfort him and remind him that 
he is loved dearly. 
 

Blankets can do that for us ï provide warmth and 
a sense of caring.  Thatôs why we will be taking 
up an offering for blankets.   Some boys and girls 

have a very hard life because they have lost their 
homes, either because of a natural disaster or 
because of a war. 

 
Without their homes or most of their possessions 
just a blanket can mean so much.  Blankets can 

provide warmth when the nights are cold or they 
can be folded to help carry precious belongings 
or they can make a tent.  

 
Every $5.00 donation will purchase a blanket 
through CWS (Church World Service).   Our goal 

is to purchase 200 blankets (a total of 
$1,000.00). 

 
Envelopes will be provided in the bulletins or you 
can put your gift in an envelope and mark it 

ñBLANKETSò.  Please make all checks payable to 
Zion United Church of Christ. 
 

Thank you for your support and generosity to this 
very worthwhile mission. 
 

~The Mission Committee 
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Christian Education News  
There will be no Sunday School on December 

25th & January 1st.  Sunday School will resume 
on January 8, 2012 at 9:00am. 
 

The CE meeting for January will be held on Fri-
day, January 6th at 9:30am.  
 

Thanks for all the donations to the Mitten tree.  
The Mitten tree will be taken down on Friday, 

January 6th. 
 
Please consider signing up to help in the Crib 

room during the service if possible.  Being with 
the young children is a joy and keeps you young.  
The Crib room sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board opposite the church office. 
 
Thanks...CE Committee 

ñTalesò...from the ñHouse of the Mouseò! - 
January 2012  

I bet I'm going to be nearly the last to 
say..."Happy New Year!"  And it is the prayer 
from the "Mouse Clan" that this year will be an 

amazing one for each of you, personally, and all 
of you as my favorite Congregation!  A new year 
to resolve to be more committed to your church, 

via attendance, financial responsibilities, commit-
tee work, and, most importantly, prayers for the 

times we will fail!  
 
Last month was one VERY busy month for you 2-

leggers!  Let's see...some things that pop to the 
front of my cute furry head...Choir(s) concert ser-
vice, Children's program, tons of presents under 

your special families tree, gift wrapping/
delivering, visits to your home-bound by some 
caring people, and, O yah, those times of Wor-

ship.  Somehow, you didn't forget WHY, and 
WHO, and that's the core of it.....isn't it?  
 

Hey, how about some fun facts about our Bi-
ble?  Just something new I picked up (not liter-
ally, of course...I'm just a mouse remember) 

from your Zion Memorial Library!   You do have 
one!  Do you know where it's at...ask 
around!  Anyhow...try these on for size:   Speak-

ing of size (I'm so clever) did you know that Goli-
ath was over nine feet tall?   And before a girl 

could be presented to King Xerxes (who?), she 
had to put up with 12 months or beauty treat-
ments?  And those crazy Philistines offered gold 

RATS as a guilt offering.  Thanks a lot!  At least it 
wasn't cute little mice! Isn't it amazing the depths 
mankind will go to for something to worship, 

when the very world we live in/on is a fantastic 
display of God's majesty, continuing control, and 
a small glimpse of the glory to come!   'Course 

you know this from your studies of the Bible, 
even if it's not part of secular "wisdom"!  
 

O.K., got fired up, there, friends.   Hope you'll all 
tune in next month to see .....?   Keep the prayers 
comin'...you have your elderly, your military, your 

friends/family/pastor, and an ailing church to 
bring before a willing Savior!   See ya..then...da 

MOUSE!  

Financial Information ð-Month Ending 
November 2011  

 
                   NOVEMBER            Y-T-D 
Income $10,352.40  $134,293.64 

Expenses $17,431.91  $176,699.93 
Net Income ($  7,079.51)           ($ 42,406.29)  
 

The year-to-date expenses have exceeded our 
income by $42,406.29. 

 
The year-to-date envelope giving is $16,930.13 
less than 2010. 

 
~Judi Iding & Judy Karczewski 
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Please remember with your prayers, cards, and calls  

*Steve Szklarski, recovering from hernia surgery 
*Jackie Wozniak, who graduated Dec. 17 from Alverno College with a nursing degree 

*Sheila Milbrath & Scott LeBeau, married at Zion on Nov. 26 
*Patrick & Melissa McNeal, married at Zion on Dec. 3 
*Audrey Theis 

*Bill Tito, in St. Francis 
*Dorothy Dudovick, in Chicago 
*Dorothy Vey 

*Eldred Adams, at Holton Manor in Elkhorn 
*Eleanor Oester, at Cedar Ridge in West Bend 
*Ellsworth Dietrich, at Mt. Carmel Care Center 

*Irene Lenhardt, at Sunrise Apartments  
*Laura Bolka, at the Village at Manor Park, recovering from recent hospitalization  
*Lorraine Bomey, at Tudor Oaks 

*Lorraine Elert, at Virginia Health Center in Waukesha 
*Ruth Pahl, at Oak Crest Villa 
*Steven Theis, in Watertown  

*Verna Ramsdell, at the Village at Manor Park 
*Violette Goeltzer, in Port Washington 

*Walter Gillian 

A Place of Peace:   Zion UCC Concealed Weapons Policy  
Zion is a Place of Peace.  You may have noticed these signs upon entering church.  The Council has 

determined that Zion should remain a Place of Peace.  Persons with a valid concealed weapons per-
mit must keep their firearms and electric weapons, such as Tasers, outside the church building.   It is 
permissible for concealed weapons permit holders to possess weapons in the church parking lot and 

within their vehicles.   Together we can keep our church a Place of Peace. 

A Note of Thanksé. 
To my wonderful Zion friends...I wish to thank 

you a thousand-fold for all the lovely birthday 
cards with their inspiring messages, your heart-
warming notes, the beautiful flowers and other 

gifts in celebration of my 105th birthday.  God 
bless your thoughtfulness and kindness.  You 
have and always will remain in my cherished 

book of memories.   
In Christian love and gratitude,  Violette Goeltzer  

Thank -youé. 
To all who sent cards, offered verbal condo-

lences, and gave hugs, I thank you from my 
heart.  A special thank-you to Glenn for all of his 
kindness, caring and support on my motherôs 

passing.  Thank all again...Lauretta 
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Volunteers for January  

Greeters  
January 1     Ruth Macco    
January 8     Gordon & Geri Zepnick  
January 15   Jane Campanelli 
January 22   Larry & Gail Bremer 
January 29   Judy Karczewski 

Liturgists  
January 1     Lauretta Huston  
January 8     Sophia Sikowski   
January 15   Dean Rooker  
January 22   Chris Sikowski 
January 29   Dale Sikowski 
 
Crib Room  
January 1  
January 8 
January 15   Rebecca Zeck 
January 22 
January 29  

Flowers  
January 1 
January 8    Dick & Mary Ann Blaha 
January 15 
January 22  Arnie & Ellen Luhm 
January 29 
 
Bulletins  
January 1    
January 8   Dick & Mary Ann Blaha  
January 15   
January 22   
January 29   

January Birthdays  
January 1 Elaine Adams 

January 11 Grace LaRayne 

January 11 Donald Dahms 

January 14 Jay Kabelowsky 

January 15 Nancy Burgess 

January 17 Laura Wall 

January 17 Michelle Wiegele 

January 18 Lois Rohleder 

January 19 Katie Kabelowsky 

January 19 Annie Griebenow 

January 19 Karen Ehlert 

January 22 Steven Szklarski 

January 23 Kevin Haass 

January 24 Robert Timmler 

January 29 Tiffany Boyer 

January 30 James Steffen 

January 31 Charles Zuege 

January Anniversaries  

January 7 Dick & Chris Blaha 

January 25 Arnie & Ellen Luhm 

(Celebrating 65 years) 

January 26 Kurt & Christine Susek 

Volunteers Needed!  
Look for the new sign-up sheets on the bulle-

tin board across from the office to sign up for  
flowers, bulletins, and crib room volunteers.  
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Zion United Church of Christ  
Church Council Meeting Minutes  

November 8, 2011  
 
Present: Dave Boyer ï President, Pastor Glenn Danz, Dick Blaha, Ron Elert, Wayne Haass, Bar-

bara Henschel, Judi Iding, Judy Karczewski, Patrick McNeal, Melissa Robe, Grant Schaal, Gail 
Wilbert. 
Meeting called to order at 7:01 pm.  

Opening Prayer ï Pastor Glenn led us in an opening prayer. 
Special Orders - Kevin Haass, invited speaker, explained the details of the Concealed Carry law 

which went into effect November 1st.  If an individual is carrying within the building, a 
person can be asked to leave if signs are posted. A motion was made by Dave and sec-
onded by Wayne to post signs at the four entrances at Zion UCC in accordance with the 

statute. Motion passed by a vote of 10 -1 prohibiting weapons within the building.  Kevin 
immediately posted the signs. 

Reading of Minutes ï Motion was made by Dick and seconded by Melissa to approve the min-

utes of the October meeting with changes as noted.  Motion was approved.   
Treasurer and Financial Secretary Reports ï Financial Secretary Reports ï ï Judy reported 

monthly giving at $11,280 for October.  There is $12,398 deficit for envelope giving, 

YTD.  Judi reported a deficit of $35,903 YTD.  Motion was made by Wayne to approve 
Treasurer and Financial Secretary reports for September and seconded by Barbara.  Mo-
tion was approved.  

Pastorôs Report - Pastor Glenn reported on the Thanksgiving Food Basket program, which will 
be held at United Methodist Church on 11/19.  Zion is currently collecting canned goods 
and food for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets and Mission 1 food drives. Council will need 

to begin to recruit someone as the Site Manager for the 4/28/12 SE Annual Association 
meeting. 

Committee Reports ï (Building Committee) An increase in the Womenôs Aglow monthly rental 

fees discussed. Snow removal contract for 2011-12 winter will be held by Steve Bach-
tellôs company as the rates are still the most reasonable.  (Worship) Christmas Eve ser-

vice will be at 4:30pm. Also, thanks to Patrick and all the volunteers for a successful 
Pancake Breakfast.  Motion was made by Wayne and seconded by Judy to approve Pas-
torôs and Committee reports. Motion was approved.   

Special Orders/Motions - (Staff Relations) Motion was made by Melissa and seconded by Ron to 
accept Kim Miller as Church Secretary, with a hire date of 11/6.  Motion was approved. 
Motion was made to amend the vacation policy in the Policy Manual for the Senior Pastor 

to receive four weeks vacation (25 individual days, not to exceed 7 Sundays) and to re-
ceive Continuing Education/Training time of 2 weeks (individual days, not to exceed 2 
Sundays per year. Motion was approved. Motion was made by Melissa to amend the pro-

posed 2012 budget to include $4248 for Pastorôs medical premium and $276 for dental 
premium (total: $4524) on insurance line item. Seconded by Wayne, motion was ap-
proved. Motion was made by Melissa, seconded by Ron to órolloverô Pastor Glennôs un-

used vacation day from 2011 to 2012.  Vacation would include one Sunday for a total of 
six weeks of vacation in 2012. Motion was approved. Motion was made by Melissa to in-
crease the Continuing Education budget to $2000. Motion was seconded by Dave. Mo-

tion passed with a vote of 6 in favor/5 opposed.  
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Old Business ï none 
New Business - Council discussion on the Fall Congregational meeting: 11/13.  Open Council posi-

tions ï The terms for the Council positions held be Gail, David, and Ron will be ending and 
they will  be rotating off at the end of the 2011. Judi will also be stepping down from Coun-
cil. Judi and Ron will both continue in their roles until replacements can be found.  The six 

vacated Council positions are: President, Treasurer, Christian Education, Worship, Mission, 
and Recording Secretary. Melissa discussed opportunities of using social media for fund-
raising efforts. 

Additional Special Orders ï  none. 
 

Motion to adjourn was made by Grant and seconded by Barbara.  Motion was approved. 
Council adjourned at 9:09pm after the Lordôs Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Henschel 

Zion United Church of Christ 
Church Council Meeting Highlights  

December 13, 2011 
 
Financial /Secretary Reports ï Judi reported a deficit of $42,406 YTD.  Judy reported monthly 

giving down $4500 in envelope giving for November.   
Conversation held on the financial condition of Zion with the following suggestions and com-

ments: Increased need for planned giving/endowment donations; Zion can no longer rely 

on plate offering for resolution; increased fundraising for 2012; increased communications 
and publicly announcing deficit such as by placing a financial indicator/thermometer in the 

hallway, updating the congregation during announcements before service, and placing up-
dates in the Sunday bulletin. 

Pastorôs Report ï The Christmas familiesô gifts and food were delivered to the homes of the five 

families. 
Membershipï Motion was made and passed to remove MaryAnn Blaha, Brian and Debbie Miller, 

and Shannon Horn from the membership rolls. 

New Business - discussed fundraising ideas for 2012. There will be four elections held during the 
year which will give Zion the opportunity to hold bake sales.  The possibility of volunteer-
ing at the concession stands for Brewers games was discussed as were the pros and cons. 

Other fundraising ideas: Bowlathon, and a service auction. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Barbara Henschel 


